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vidualistic one. Education in its method was to be made
pleasant to the individual; in its content was to be immedi-
ately serviceable to the individual; in its outcome was to
equip him with good practical judgment for the affairs of
life and with enough of learning and of the amenities of
culture for the enjoyment of leisure hours.
Social-realism was a type of education not to be found
widely represented in the schools. They were too much
given up to grammar and rhetoric to think much of use-
ful and happy lives; too much devoted to cramming the
memory to think of training the judgment. This type of
realism rather expressed an educational practice: one com-
mon with the upper classes of society for these centuries in
most European countries. A course in foreign schools was
one form adopted, if expense forbade extensive travel with
a tutor. But it is a conception of education which found
a presentation in educational writings, and claims as its chief
representative one of the most charming writers of any age
and certainly one of the most lovable of " pedagogues."
Michael de Montaigne (1533-1592) presents in his essays
Of Pedantry, Of the Education of Children, and Of the Af-
fection of Fathers to their Children the clearest expression of
this view of education. Considerable difficulty is experi-
enced in classifying Montaigne as an educational theorist.
Professor Laurie holds that he is a humanist; Mr. Quick,
that he is a realist; many other educational students classify
him as a naturalist. By some he is grouped with Rabelais,
by others with Bacon and Comenius, by others with Locke,
and yet by others with Rousseau. The truth is that no two
of these men can be grouped together in all their views,
and on the other hand some ideas are common to them all.
Montaigne does possess points of similarity with each of these,
and yet differs greatly from each in some important respects,
The sum of those differences constitutes the best character
ization of that view of education here termed social-realism